THE   DUVEEN   ROOM

rock, rabbits are playing and in the water-course are
two white storks. A large bird, of the raven variety,
sits watching from a tree. The heavens too are troubled
by the great event and an angelic vision, seen only
by the Saviour, is appearing in the clouds.

Mantegna's picture (with another version of the same
subject [in Room VI], by his brother-in-law, Giovanni
Bellini) was painted from a sketch, now in the British
Museum, by the father of the Bellini brothers, Jacopo
da Bellini*

The third provincial group which was to have so
strong an influence upon the school of Venice was the
circle of artists from Ferrara, a city of great learning
and the centre of a cultivated court.

Of the group of Ferrarese the most considerable
artists are Tura and Cossa. CosiMO TUHA (1420?-
1495) is represented in this room by four works, all
of which bear witness to his sculpturesque conception
and scientific dexterity. The Allegorical Figure (No.
3070) is a labyrinth of grotesque embellishment and
the throne upon which the woman is seated is adorned
with every sort of marine detail in which no shell seems
too tortuous nor any fish too spinous to please the
artist's fancy. The St. Jerome in the Desert (No.
773) is a more sober work and the artist has depicted
the Saint beating himself in penance until the blood
drips from his breast. Above the Saint sits an owl with
a frog in his claws, and lower down is a woodpecker;
in the left background the Saint's lion drinks from
a stream. Above, on the left, monks are returning to their
monastery along a precipitous mountain path. On the
right are two kneeling figures and above them is a field
with cattle.
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